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Happy New Year and welcome back to the spring term, 
 
This term our Spring TA Network Meeting will be held on Thursday 4th February 
9.15—11.30 am at Latchmere School,  Latchmere Road, Kingston, KT2 5TT.   John 
Rickwood, AST for Maths and ICT, will be leading a session on how Teaching        
Assistants can utilise ICT to effectively support teaching and learning.  This session 
is bookable via KIMS, so please liaise with your CPD Coordinator if you are able to 
join us.   

If you have never attended one of our termly meetings they are a great                
opportunity to take part in a topical workshop, network with colleagues from other 
schools and share good practice— Hope you can join us! 

Our second HLTA network meeting of the year is detailed below, we are very      
fortunate in Kingston to receive funding to support this initiative, and it is an       
excellent opportunity for colleagues to update knowledge, share ideas and network 
over lunch.  I would really like us to continue this forum next year, but we need 
more of you attending to make this happen!  Places can be booked via KIMS, please 
liaise with your CPD Coordinator. I would love to hear of any topics/workshops you 
would like to see included in future sessions, and if you haven’t been before let me 
know what might encourage you to come. 

Within this issue of TALK we are continuing our series of celebrating good practice 
and achievements of colleagues, and this time Kay Mulley at Grand Avenue School 
is in the spotlight.  Don’t forget that if you would like to be featured in a future       
edition of TALK, or want to nominate someone that might be persuaded to share 
their story (!) please get in touch. 

Heather 
 

Heather Morey 
020 8547 6989 email: talk@rbksch.org  
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HLTA Network Meeting 
 

HLTAs are invited to the Spring HLTA Network meeting, sharing 

good practice and ideas in a session led by Laura Greenshields,       

Primary Numeracy Consultant.  

 

Tuesday 9th March  

9.15ñ1.00 pm 

King Charles Centre  

 

Tea/coffee will be available from 9 am and the morning will include a    

workshop, networking opportunities and lunch.  Please liaise with your 

CPD Coordinator to book a place, via KIMS.  

Spring Term : 2010 



 

                                                                                                             

Kay Mulley, Grand Avenue Primary School 
 

Kay has come a long way since her own unhappy school days, where she left at 15  
without any formal qualifications, due to peer bullying.   After 21 years working in a 
publishing company, she left to have her son Ian.  When he was 3 she became a     
childminder and began a new career working with children. 
 

Kay particularly enjoyed looking after special needs children for the Borough, giving 
respite care to parents, and this inspired her to begin voluntary work at Bedelsford 
School. This led on to a job at Grand Avenue in 1998 supporting literacy for a child in 
year 5 for 8 hours a week, and by the end of that academic year she was working full 
time, supporting 3 children with  different needs, and loving her role. 
 

Kay’s interest in her own education was reignited when her son began his GCSE preparations in year 10.  She 
wanted to help him with his studies so she signed up for maths at North Kingston Centre and English at Epsom 
College.  Together Kay and Ian supported each other through their studies, and Kay achieved both GCSEs and a 
fantastic A* for English.  With these under her belt Kay began thinking about going for HLTA status.  Although 
Kay’s previous Headteacher was happy to support her through the process, she knew the school didn’t have a 
role for another HLTA. However her motivation was to improve her confidence and abilities and reassure   herself 
that she had the right skills to make a  positive impact on pupils’ learning and development.  Once Kay achieved 
HLTA status her role did evolve gradually, with more responsibility, and she became a Senior TA.  
 

Kay has always been up for a challenge and keen to represent and support others. She is a Support Staff GMB 
union representative at the school, and has been a Staff Governor for the last 8 years.  She is also a volunteer 
with Jigsaw —a charity which supports children who have been bereaved, and has trained to become a child   
bereavement counsellor.   These skills have helped in her school role, supporting bereaved children over the last 
5 years. She is also Charities  Coordinator at Grand Avenue, where they sponsor 2 children in India and Malawi on 
an ongoing basis, and support child-based charities within the UK.  Being up for a challenge and not being able to 
say ‘no’ also led Kay to accompany a friend and start a Foundation Degree at Carshalton college, and whilst doing 
this she also took an additional evening course at Richmond College to complete a Science GCSE! 
  

Successfully completing a Foundation Degree in Supporting Teaching and Learning led Kay to believe that she 
could actually go on to become a fully qualified teacher and is currently in her 2nd and final year at St Mary’s   
College.   Kay has been mentored at Grand Avenue by Anna McKenna, Deputy Headteacher, who says: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
Kay readily admits that her journey has had its ups and downs, and she could not have come this far without 
huge support and consideration at home from her husband and son, plus encouragement and help from          
colleagues and friends.  Her achievements have vastly improved her confidence and empowered her to know 
that she can achieve anything she puts her mind to; plus her personal journey through school and life have      
enabled her to empathise with, and support, children of all abilities and needs.   
 

Thank you Kay for sharing your story with us and good luck with your imminent teaching career! 
 

“As a hard working, valued member of staff we readily agreed to support Kay on the next part of her 
journey towards QTS.  In September 2009 finally Kay relinquished her duties as Senior Teaching Assistant 
and became a full time student.  
 

During the first part of the year Kay taught small groups of children for English and Maths, being         
responsible for the planning, assessing and record keeping. This wasn’t an easy task in terms of           
continuity as she was out each Wednesday at University, or on school placement. However, she        
overcame the difficulties and with support from her colleagues she even rearranged her allocated  
teaching area! Over time the demands of the course have gradually increased and Kay is now              
responsible for whole class teaching. She attends planning meetings and has taken responsibility for 
teaching ICT and Science in year 2 over the past term. Next term she will be undertaking a placement in 
our KS2 department.  
 

With regular observations, feedback and targets, along with the demands of coursework Kay is kept very 
busy. As a school we appreciate her flexibility and commitment and we wish Kay every success as she 
aims to fulfill her dream.” 



 

                                                                                                             

Future dates for your diaries 2009/10  é.. 
 

Spring TA Network Meeting ð Thursday 4 February 2010 

Latchmere School 9.15 ð 11.30 am 

John Rickwood, AST for Maths and ICT will be leading a session on how TAs 

can utilise ICT to effectively support teaching and learning  

 

Summer TA Network Meeting ð Thursday 20 May 2010 

King Charles Centre 9.15 ð 11.30 am 

Lindsay Pickton, Primary Literacy Consultant, will be leading an update session on Teaching Assistants 

supporting APP (Assessing Pupil Progress)  

 
Autumn 2009 HLTA Network Meeting  
Report by Jane Pidduck & Kay Mulley, HLTAs at Grand Avenue School 
 
On Tuesday 20th October we hosted the HLTA meeting at Grand Avenue Primary and Nursery School.  Our 
aim for the morning was to have an informal session where we could celebrate the role of the HLTA, share 
good practice and support amongst each other and to encourage the positive promotion of the status.  
 

 
 

We first had a tour of our new school building, of which we are very 
proud.  This was a well received opportunity for colleagues to visit 
another school in action and discover the lovely facilities we now 
have available at Grand Avenue.  Colleagues were very impressed by 
the amount of rooms available for small group work and also with 
these hidden cupboards Kay is standing in front of.  Her son Ian built 
them and his girlfriend Laura, painted the fantastic colourful mural.  
 
 

After introducing a partner, we all discussed what our roles were and how these had changed for the    
better since becoming HLTAs.  This was a good session that enabled us to discuss how we supported 
teaching and learning with our roles in school.   

  
 

We also wanted to take the opportunity to promote HLTA status and 
designed a poster which we hope the Borough will use to inspire    
others to become HLTAs and promote training.  This certainly tested 
our creativity, and demonstrated our organisation and presentation 
skills, as seen in this photo of the winning team! 
 
We were able to network further over lunch and discuss what issues 
we would like to take this forum further, and to encourage more 
HLTAs to take part in future meetings.  We had a thoroughly           

enjoyable morning whilst achieving what we thought was an important issue—that HLTAs are a vital part 
of a school team and this should be applauded. 
 
Jane Pidduck & Kay Mulley 
Grand Avenue Primary School 
 
Many thanks to Jane and Kay for organising the morning and for posting this report.   
 



 

                                                                                                             

 
 

 

 

Date & Time Session Details 

22 January 2010    
9.15 am - 12.30 pm 

Behaviour and Autistic Spectrum Disorder: Making Sense of Behaviour - SEN09/009 - 
King Charles Centre 

26 January 2010    
9.30 - 11.30 am 

The Impact of Parental Mental Health on Children's Learning and Development - 
PDW09/023                                                                                                                    
King Charles Centre (3rd of 4 stand alone sessions by Carla Thomas) 

27 January 2010    
9.30 am - 3,00 pm 

Safeguarding Children Foundation Update Training - PDW09/005B                           
venue TBC 

27 January & 22 April 
2010    1.00 - 4.00 pm 

Aim Higher with PSED - Supporting Children to attain 6+ and Beyond - FS09/006   
STAR Centre 

28 January 2010    
9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Information Sharing and Integrated Working (formerly CAF 1) - PDW09/002E         
STAR Centre 

3 February 2010    
9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Information Sharing and Integrated Working (formerly CAF 1) - PDW09/002F           
STAR Centre 

4 February 2010    
9.15 - 11.30 am 

Teaching Assistants' Spring Network Meeting - SS09/001B                                            
Latchmere School, Latchmere Road, KT2 5TT 

8 February 2010    
9.30 am - 12 noon 

It's Learning - Advanced Users Course (Primary) - C09/016C                                     
King Charles Centre 

8 February 2010    
1.00 - 3.30 pm 

It's Learning - Advanced Users Course (Primary) - C09/016D                                     
King Charles Centre 

9 February 2010    
9.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Safeguarding Children Foundation Training - PDW09/001F                                          
Kingston Hospital 

10 February 2010    
9.30 am - 12 noon 

Effective 2D & 3D Displays - A Practical Workshop - SS09/011                                    
Latchmere School, Latchmere Road, KT2 5TT 

26 February 2010        
9.15 am - 12.15 pm 

Next Steps: Developing the Social Communication Group - SEN09/010                               
King Charles Centre 

3 March 2010         
9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Network Meeting for EAL TAs in Primary Schools - EMA09/006B                                
King Charles Centre 

3 March 2010        
9.30 - 11.30 am 

The Impact of Parental Substance Misuse and Effect on Children's Learning and       
Development  - PDW09/026                                                                                                      
King Charles Centre (4th of 4 stand alone sessions by Carla Thomas) 

8 March 2010        
9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Information Sharing and Integrated Working (formerly CAF 1) - PDW09/002G               
STAR Centre 

9 March 2010        
1.30 - 4.00 pm 

Developing Drama in Primary Literacy - C09/009                                                       
King Charles Centre 

9 March 2010        
9.00 - 1.00 pm 

HLTA Network Meeting - SS09/005B                                                                             
King Charles Centre 

9, 16 & 23 March     
4.30 - 6.30 pm 

Developing Self Esteem in the Primary School - PDW09/027                                       
King Charles Centre 

16 March 2010      
1.00 - 4.00 pm 

Stories from Around the World - FS09/007                                                                     
STAR Centre 

23  March 2010          
4.00 - 6.00 pm 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Moderation - FS09/008A                                        
King Charles Centre 

23 March 2010      
9.30 am - 4.30 pm 

Safeguarding Children Foundation Training - PDW09/001G                                         
Kingston Hospital 

24  March 2010          
4.00 - 6.00 pm 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Moderation - FS09/008B                                       
King Charles Centre 

25  March 2010          
4.00 - 6.00 pm 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Moderation - FS09/008C                                         
King Charles Centre 

30 March 2010       
9.30 am - 12 noon 

Interactive Whiteboard (Promethean) Basic Training for TAs - C09/015B                           
King Charles Centre 

31 March 2010      
9.30 am - 12 noon 

Interactive Whiteboard (Smart) Basic Training for TAs - C09/014B                                   
King Charles Centre  

The following courses are available this term.  Details of these and other sessions can be 
found at www.rbksch.org/KIMS. Please consult with your CPD Coordinator regarding 

availability and booking. 


